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Introduction 
 
This prospectus is aimed primarily at school and college teachers and tutors, special 
educational needs staff, and careers advisers. 
 
Larkrise Community Farm provides not only opportunities for practical animal husbandry for 
students already taking animal management courses at college, it has also been 
particularly successful with school age students who are not achieving their potential, likely 
to leave school with minimum (or no) qualifications, or who are unmotivated at school.   
 
We find that school students attending Larkrise Community Farm have shown 
improvements in motivation because they want to attend the Farm.  This in turn has led to 
improved school attendance and motivation within school lessons, and the many letters we 
receive are testament to this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The courses that Larkrise Community Farm offers enable students and individuals to 
develop skills and techniques leading to national qualifications.  Alternatively, for those 
students for whom national qualifications are not appropriate, we can offer Larkrise 
Community Farm Work Placement/ Experience Certificates.   
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Extracts from some of the many letters the Farm has received: 
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The Farm also provides day or half day placements for students and adults not wishing to 
work towards a qualification, but who benefit from working as part of a team to learn about 
looking after animals in a very practical way.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 



About Larkrise Community Farm 
 
What are we? 
 
We are a user friendly, hands-on community farm that is run as a charity.  Our objectives 
are: 
 
"To advance education and provide facilities for recreation and other leisure-time 
occupation based around it for those who have need of such facilities by reason of their 
youth, age, infirmity or disablement, poverty or social and economic circumstances."  
 
Larkrise Community Farm (LCF) provides an opportunity for people to work with a range of 
different animals to advance knowledge and life skills.  In working with others as a team, 
individuals also gain self-esteem, recognition and importance – so important whether 
working towards a recognised qualification or directly to future employment. 
 
 
What type of animals do we have on the Farm? 
 

·  Cattle ·  Pigs 
·  Sheep ·  Goats 
·  Ponies ·  Rabbits and guinea pigs 
·  Poultry (hens, ducks, geese, 

guinea fowl, peafowl, aviary 
birds etc 

 

 
 
As is usual with farming, many of these animals are breeding stock and so have young at 
various times of the year.   
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Who comes to Larkrise Community Farm? 
 

·  College students undertaking their practical animal management placement as part 
of their course 

·  School students (some of whom take Award Scheme Development and 
Accreditation Network courses (ASDAN), and others who benefit from attending 
without taking a course) 

·  Adults undertaking National Proficiency Test Council (NPTC) or National Vocational 
Qualification (NVQ) courses 

·  Adults with special needs (learning and physical) 
·  School students with special needs (learning and physical) 
·  Children attending Saturday Farm Club 
·  Visiting public 
·  Children attending summer holiday courses and activity days 

 

 
 
 
 
What about the Staff? 
 
The Farm is staffed by: 

·  The Farm Manager 
·  Farm Manager’s Deputy/Administrator 
·  Yard Manager 
·  Stock Assistant x 2 
·  Volunteers with experience in education, special needs, and animal husbandry 

 
 

5 



 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
The Farm’s Trustees have expertise in agriculture, finance, education, special needs, 
business administration and marketing. 
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Wendy (Farm Manager) and 
Clare (Deputy and Admin) 

Roger (Yard Manager) 

Leanne (one of our Stock Assistants) Some of our many and dedicated volunteers 



Larkrise Community Farm courses and work programmes  
 
Courses run at LCF have the following aims: 
 

·  To raise self esteem and self confidence, foster a sense of personal achievement 
and motivate school students and/or students with learning difficulties 

·  To provide a working environment in which all students can achieve, and be seen to 
achieve, in real life practical working situations 

·  To prepare students for future placements and gain knowledge of career 
opportunities 

·  To enable students to gain national qualifications, demonstrating achievements in 
the following key skills: 

o Communication 
o Problem solving 
o Ability to work with others 
o Improving own learning 
o Information technology 
o Number skills 

·  To motivate students so that they can begin to experience success in other learning 
situations 

 
 
What courses does LCF run? 
 

·  LCF work programmes – to gain short or extended work experience in a farm 
environment.  A LCF Work Placement/Experience Certificate can be provided 

·  Entry to Employment (E2E) 
·  Nationally certified courses: 

o ASDAN – towards independent module certificates 
o ASDAN – bronze award certificate 
o ASDAN – bronze/silver challenge award certificate 
o ASDAN – silver award certificate 
o NPTC – Entry Levels 2 and 3 (incorporating Skills for Working Life, and Life 

Skills) 
o NVQs – in horse care and animal husbandry, in collaboration with Haddon 

Training  
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The work for each course is set out in a booklet designed by the Larkrise Curriculum Co-
ordinator. 
 
Evidence files and ASDAN/NPTC/NVQ portfolios are verified by the Larkrise Curriculum 
Co-ordinator.  ASDAN portfolios are presented for external moderation at ASDAN 
Consortium meetings (held termly) at school.  NPTC and NVQ portfolios are moderated by 
internal and external verifiers, as are NVQ. 
 
 
How do students choose which course is appropriate?  
 
LCF’s Curriculum Co-ordinator will help to decide which award is appropriate for each 
student, in collaboration with the student and school/college tutors.  In respect of ASDAN 
courses, students collect credits for the challenges they complete – and this may determine 
the final award certificate gained. 
 

 
 
How long are courses? 
 
Courses may require half days, single days or two days per week over one or two years. 
 
The farm-related aspects of the ASDAN award are delivered at the Farm, the academic 
requirements for the course being delivered at the students’ mainstream school. 
 
Courses for school and college students are run during term time, although students 
fulfilling the practical placement element of their courses often attend LCF during 
school/college vacations. 
 
 

�  ASDAN information 
 
We can tailor the length and type of course appropriate for individual or groups of students.  
Please contact us to discuss this. 
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ASDAN courses are designed, planned, moderated and presented for external moderation 
by LCF’s Curriculum Co-ordinator.  Mainstream school staff are consulted about content 
prior to the start of the course.  At the start of the course a contract is agreed between LCF 
and the mainstream school or college.  Courses start at any time of the year. 
 
The LCF Instructor works with all livestock groups on the Farm  
 
Certificates awarded by ASDAN are sent directly to the registered school.  NPTC/NVQ 
certificates are sent to LCF and can be forwarded to schools for award ceremonies. 
 
 

�  NPTC information 
 
LCF is an approved NPTC Assessment Centre with the National Proficiency Test Council.  
This enables us to offer qualifications in the following areas: 

·  Animal care 
·  Preparing for work 
·  Horticulture 
·  Agricultural animals 
·  Poultry 
·  Conservation 
·  Horse care 
·  Office and reception 
·  Life skills 

 
These vocational areas are split into two levels (Entry Level 2 and Entry Level 3).  Entry 
level 2 would be suitable for students able to carry basic animal management with 
supervision.  Entry Level 3 requires more independent working with little supervision. 
 
A certificate is given for students completing NPTC Entry Level Certificate in Skills for 
Working Life.  NPTC will issue a notice of performance or unit certificate for candidates who 
are unable to complete the full qualifications. 
 
NPTC qualifications will appeal to a broad range of candidates of varying ages and ability, 
and are accredited by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. 
 
 

�  NVQ information 
 
LCF has provided this course since April 2009.  National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) 
are work based awards achieved through assessment and training.  To achieve an NVQ 
candidates must prove that they have the ability (competence) to carry out their job to the 
required standard.  NVQs are based on ‘National Occupational Standards’ that describe the 
‘competencies’ expected in any given job role.  NVQs taken at LCF are supported by 
Haddon Training Ltd. 
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Course costs 
 
Charges vary according to the length and type of the course, whether the course is 
certificated, the size of the group, and whether the group/students are supported by your 
staff whilst on the Farm, or solely by Farm staff.  However, examples of costs at August 
2009 are as follows: 
 

·  ASDAN – a group of eight students, unsupported by school staff: 
£11 per student per weekly session, with 25 sessions needed at LCF) 

 
·  NPTC – an individual student (supported solely by LCF staff): 

£50 registration fee 
 

·  LCF work programme – an individual student or adult (either with or without own 
support, depending upon ability): 
£37 per day 
£19 per half day 
(The authorities may pay some or all of this) 

 
·  NVQ – contact Larkrise Farm for details 

 
·  Saturday Club  (children supported solely by LCF staff and volunteers): 

£6 per child per morning 
 

·  Public visitors (self guided, no support): £2 per adult, and £1 per child  
 

 
 

For further information contact:- 
Wendy Self or Jenni Fritcher 

Larkrise Community Farm 
West Ashton Road 

West Ashton  
Trowbridge 

Wiltshire 
BA14 6DQ 

 
Telephone 01225 751675 

Email: reception@larkrisefarm.org.uk 
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If you are interested in attending one of the courses held at Larkrise Community Farm, our 
Work Programme or Saturday Club, please complete and return the following Student 
Information form. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Student Information   
 
Student’s name:  ............................................................................ 
 
Student’s address:  ............................................................................ 
 
    ............................................................................ 
 
    ............................................................................ 
 
Telephone number:  ............................................................................ 
 
Date of birth:   ............................................................................ 
 
 
School/College address ............................................................................ 
(if appropriate): 
    ............................................................................ 
 
    ............................................................................ 
 
Telephone number:  ............................................................................ 
 
Tutor:    ............................................................................ 
 

Preferred course (please tick) ASDAN  �   NPTC  �  Saturday Club  �  

     NVQ  �  Larkrise Farm Work Programme �  
 
Date/time of preferred placement:  ...................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return this completed form to Wendy Self, Farm Manager, Larkrise Community Farm, West 
Ashton Road, West Ashton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire  BA14 6DQ 

Please give any important information about yourself that we may need to know, eg 
special needs, allergies etc: 
 
 
 
 
 


